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<Abstract>
A Study on the Self-oriented Narrative Shown 1n

Webtoon

- Focusing on Modernity and Dailiness on —

Kim, In-Ok
(Myongji University)

With paying attention to webtoon of expanding its bond of sympat
hy into an everyday story that anyone would experience through the
vertically-aligned reading method optimized for internet bulletin boar
d, the purpose of this study is to consider a social meaning in moder
nity and everydayness, which are reflected in webtoon, through the s
elf-oriented narrative in which an enjoyer’s intervention and participa
tion are noticeable.

Webtoon recreates the daily life of modern people, thereby choosin
g the duality of the city as the key subject and material. In webtoon
that is encountered in daily life, the image of me myself and the iron
y of life are depicted. In terms of characteristic emotions that are rep
roduced in webtoons, the feelings of modern people are revealed com
pletely. A person of enjoyment, who identifies it with the main chara
cter's situation, comes to reproduce an ambition, which failed to be a
ccomplished in everyday life, as well as sympathizing with the reflec
ted daily life. Webtoon, which establishes a story in this age aiming
at the daily life desperately needed by the individual, functions as the
reproduction of modern people’s desires.

The continuous expansion in webtoon industry results from the na
rrative aspect in the webtoon caused by the ‘narratorhood of a story’,
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which 1s optimized for the open platform that shares the everyday lif
e of modern people. A situation in webtoon, which projects the narra
tive of daily life living in the present, and the typical character of a
small citizen, came to finally acquire popularity through the process o
f beginning from the ‘empathy in self confession,” and then of comin
g to the narrative of ‘self-oriented reflection’ with regard to own desi
re.

* Key Words : Webtoon, Life toon, Self-oriented narrative, Narratorhood of
a story, Self confession, Speaking—to, Modernity, Dailiness.
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