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{Abstract)

A Study on Status and Application of Webtoons as Ecological
Education Discourse

- Focusing on Cho-Seok’s MoonYou-

Kim, Kyung-Ae
(Mokwon University)

We live in the digital age. Recently, the Ministry of Education pointed to
‘digital’ as one of the big topics of education for future society. In the future,
the era of digital deepening will come. In order to encompass the digital
generation, efforts are needed to select good texts made by digital customs as
educational sanctions. In this article, we pay attention to the genre of ‘webtoon’
as an easy and learner-friendly text.

Webtoons are one of the web contents that have recently emerged as a
story bank of K-culture, and are also known as ‘Snack culture’ in the sense
of a culture that is enjoyed lightly. The reason why webtoons are attracting
attention is that webtoons are very friendly narratives for secondary school
learners and deal with various social issues carefully, although not heavy.

In this article, Cho-Seok’'s MoonYou is not only included in the social
ecological discourse, but also aims to prove that it is included in the full-
fledged ecological discourse in that it seeks a way for animals, environment,
and humans to live together in the extreme situation of disaster. To this
end, the work was analyzed in two contexts: social competition and conflict
narratives inherent in “ordinaryness’and the restoration narrative of the
relationship between the animal environment earth and humans, and its
educational potential was also examined.

MoonYou has not lost comicality while living in reality criticism, added
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empathy to it, and approached the issue of philosophy of how to live. In this
context, this work can be said to be the best ecological discourse currently

published among webtoon works.

Keywords: Ecological discourse, social ecology, environmental education, the concept
‘Ordinaryness’ in Korea, healing narrative
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