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ABSTRACT

A Counseling Study of Adolescent Suicide and Non-Involver

from the Webtoon ‘Student A’

Song, Hannah
Department of Counseling Psychology

Graduate School of Sahmyook University

The purpose of this study was to analyze non-involvement in suicide from the
adolescent who has a suicide ideation and non-involvers. Violent situations in the
house or the school, which lead to adolescent suicide, are reinforced under direct or
indirect connivance of non-involvers. In a sense, the adolescent decided to suicide is
also the ‘non-involver himself’ to be free from the suffering. It is difficult to solve
this problem with only personal effort due to the phenomenon of non-involvers
almost not changed. Therefore, characteristics of adolescent suicide and
non-involvers are analyzed to provide the basis of external interventions of
counselors, and to construct the primary data for gatekeeper programs. For these
reasons, webtoon ‘Student A’ is selected by purposive sampling among webtoons

published during 10 years from 2012 to 2022 since the description of related factors
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in adolescent suicide is more realistic.

The research method for this study is the hermeneutic circle. It explains the
relationship between ‘the whole’ and ‘the parts’ when to understand the one
completely. To secure evidence of the study, various materials related to research
objective are also presented together with study results. Consequently, all the
non-involvers in the house or the school, include the adolescent who has a suicide
ideation, undergo a process of ‘Violent Situation’, ‘Upsurge of Empathy’, ‘Tmmersion
of the Emotion’, ‘Suffering’, ‘Avoidance’. It is proceeded by human need to escape
the repetition of interpersonal distress. This perspective helps to stop stigmatizing
the adolescent who has a suicide ideation and non-involvers. Instead, it makes to
understand the phenomenon through the relationship between the whole context and
partial situations before examining their minds and behaviors.

Therefore, highly trained counselors in suicide are significantly required to
pre-empt the distress of adolescent and the vicious circle of non-involvement, and
to make non-involvers act for suicide prevention. In the intervention, counselors
should look at non-involvers, include the adolescent decided to suicide, just as they
are. Also, counselors are necessary to improve the adolescent and non-involvers’

misconceptions in suicide, and to motivate non-involvers to act appropriately.

Keyword : Adolescent Suicide, Hermeneutic Study, Webtoon ‘Student A’, Suicide

Prevention, Non-Involver
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